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PREFACE. 


Ho I night excuſe myſelf from 
MARS wing the World an Account, why 
I pabliſh this Diſcourſe at this 
Time; yet that none may be at 4 
laß, I am willing they ſhould know, 
That *tis not altogether without 
Deſire, that it did not make its Appearance ſooner : 
But Buſineſs, and other Reaſons, would not allow 
me to prepare tt for the Preſs. However, tho it 
may ſeem to come Abroad a little late, yet it can't 
be thought, that ſuch a Diſcourſe is ever out of 
Seaſon, when the Facts that I endeavour to purge 
myſelf and other Diſſenters from, are made 4 
| ſtanaing, as well as great Objection againſt us. 


J am ſenſible, that the Subject I have wenturd 
to handle, is of ſo nice and tickliſh a Natare, 
that ſome perhaps will hardly be pleasd, tho? J 
have had the ſtricteſt regard to Truth and Peace: 
But I ſhould be very ſorry, if what ] have ſaid, 
ih an honeſt Deſign, to clear our Reputation, ard 
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to remove one of the grand Obſtructions of Peace 


and Charity, ſbould raiſe the Paſſions of any: For 


tho my Conſcience won't ſuffer me to be any other 
than I am; yet, I have a juſt Value for all good 


Men, and the greateſt for thoſe that are beſt, let 
their particalar Perſuaſions be what they will. 


I am not without hope, however high our Ani. 


moſities may run at preſent, that a Time may come, 
when Mercy and Truth will meet together, 
and Righteouſneſs and Peace will kiſs each o- 


ther aud when all ou unhappy Diſtinttions will le 
ſwallow'd up. And tis with Concern I have long 


obſerva, how our nearer Coalition hath been ſtu- 
diouſly obſtructed by thoſe Facts, that have been 
done ſo long ago, and dijowsd by thoſe of our Way, 
T judg'a, that if this great Prejudice was remov d, 
4 ſtricter Union among Proteſtants of all Denomi- 
nations might ve the happy and glorious Conſequence; 
and if what I have offer d, ſhould have no Succeſs 


in ſerving ſuch a bleſſed and deſirable End, I am 


fare, I ſhall be diſappointed. ] can't be confident, 


that I have hit upon the right Method of promoting 


Jo noble a Deſign : But, if T have not, tis not 
for want of Inclination ; it muſt be charg'd on my 


Judgment, but cant on my Mill: For as I ne- 
ver affected to be a Bigot, ſo I hope I never 


ſpall. 


I was inclin'd to believe, That to ſet our In- 


_ Bocence in a clear Light, in that Inſtance, that is 
the Subject of the enſuing Diſcourſe, might be of 
ſome Uſe, not only to promote Peace, but to con- 


VINCE 


4 VV 


8 2 


nnn 


— 1 8 MD att. 


2 
2 


vince the Prejudic'd, that neither our Principles 
or Practices, do render us unworthy of any Fa- 
vour that may be deſir'd by us from our Legiſe 
lutors ; That the Diſſenters are not a Set of Peo- 
le, that will be dangerous to Church or State, 
if they are freed from thoſe Haraſhips that have of 
late been laid upon them, and reſtor'd to a C apa- 
city of ſerving their King and Country, The 
Church and State were declar'd to be in 4 moſt 
life and flouriſhing Condition, when they enjoy'd 
this Privilege; and "twas not ſo much as pretend- 
ed, that I know of, when it was taken from them, 


that they had abus'd it. 
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IF any ſeem unwilling, that they ſbould be re- 
poſſe/s*d of ſuch a Favour, I am ſure, there are 
none that will ſo much regret it, as the Papiſts; 
becauſe they know, that *twill be an Obſtruction to 
their grand Deſign. We ſhall by this Means be in 
a better Condition, to jon with the Church, in 
oppoſing Popery, and a popiſh Pretender. And 
if after Trial, they don't find us, as hearty as they 
can wiſh in this Reſpect; Let our abas'd Favours 
be all reſum' d; Let new Burdens, with what Ad- 
ditions ſhall be thong hi fit, be laid upon us. Our 
Ingratitude, in this Caſe, will be our Condemna- 
tion, and juſtify much greater Severities, than 
any that have been exercis'd upon us; we ſhall (to 
uſe the Expreſſion of a great Man) arjerve to be 
bated by God and Men, 


T hope, what T have ſaid, may ſatisfy the World, 
That our paſt Conduct doth deſerve neither : That 
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if the King and Parliament are cenſur'd for am 
Tenderneſs to Diſſenters, as betraying the Church, 
and endangering the State, tis cauſeleſs and un- 
juſt ; That we are Enemies to Faction in the ont, 
and Schiſm in the other; and that our Relief, wil 
be the Glory, Security, and Proſperity of both. If 
ever we prove Enemies, as I am ver) confident 
we ſhall uot, "twill be eaſy to curb us: But as lon 

as we are Friends, ana peaceable, I hope, thoſe that 


are good, and have always valu'd themſelves upon 
| their Moderation, will not envy us, or be uneaſy, 


if we, whom they own for their Fellow-Chriſtians, 


ſhould be treated by our Legiſlators as their Fel. 
low-Sabjects. 


John Ent). 


Acts 


Adds XV. 7, 0% 


And when he was come, the Jews which 
came down from Jeruſalem, ſtood 
round about, and laid many and grie- 
2045 Complaints againſt Paul, which 
they could not prove : While he anſwer- 
ed for himſelf, Neither againſt the Law 


of the Jews, neither againſt the Temple, 


nor vet againſt Cæſar, have 1 offended 
any thing at all. | 


O faſt for Strife and Debate, and to ſmite 
with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, is a Prac- 
tiſe, that Go p did condemn of old 
in the Fews *: And yet, with many 
among, us, this hath been a common, 
and applauded Practice, as on this 

Day, for now more than half a Century of Years. 

The uſual Way, with many, of ubicrving this An- 

viverſary, hach been, nor ſo much to humble them- 

ſelves for their own Sins, as ro inveigh with Bitter 
neſs againſt the Faulrs of others. And in theſe 

Invettives, it hath not been cuſtomary, to make 


any 
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any. Diſtinction; but to condemn the Innocent 


with the Guilty, and to exaſperate thoſe, as much 


as poſſible, that are of the EfabliſdChurch, againſt 
all that out of Conſcience diſſent from it. And b 

this Piece of Policy, thoſe unhappy Difference; 
that Time, and good Temper, might have done 
much to extinguiſh, have not only been perpety. 
ated, but greatly widen'd ; and that which a Ca. 
tholick and Chriſtian Charity, would have made 
but little of, (if Mens Paſſions had not been an. 
nually inflam'd agaigſt us) hath prov'd the ſad and 
melancholy Occaſion of a great deal of Feud and 


Animoſity. . 
TuIs doleful Effect of this Day's Obſervation, 


hath piouſly been conſider'd by ſome, and for this 


Reaſon, there have been ſeveral, of the beſt and 
trueſt Friends of the Church, who have wiſh'd, 
that the Remembrance of this Day was laid aſide, 
hoping, that if this great Engine of Diviſion, and 
exaſperating us one againſt another, was broken 
and diſus'd, we might live in a ſweeter Concord 
with one another; and act more ſutably to the Re- 
lations and Obligations of Fellow- Subjects, and 
Fellow-Chriſtians: But this happy Expedient for a 
Reconciliation, hath not been more earneſtly de- 


| fird by ſome, than it hath been violently oppos'd 
by a greater Number. They have thought it for 


the Intereſt of the Church, to have at leaſt one Day 
ina Year freely to vent their Spleen againſt thoſe 
that differ from them; and to tay all the hard 
Things of them that they can. And if herein they 
had been careful to confine themſelves to Fact and 
Truth, as Perſons (eſpecially of a ſacred Characi er) 
ſhould ; they could have done us none, or but ve- 
ry little Prejudice: But many, like the Fews in 
my Text, do on this Day, lay many and grievous 
Complaints againſt us, which they are not able to 


prove. And thus the Ignorant, and thoſe that 
11. EY were 


if 
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were much too angry before, have not only their 
violent Paſſions kept up, but are fill'd with greater 
Rage againſt us. Now, tho under ſuch an unjuſt 
Treatment, we ought not to render Evil for Evil, 
and Railing for Railing; yea, tho we ought to for- 
give them, for this and all their other hard Uſage; 
yet, ſeeing we are perfectly innocent, as to thoſe 
many odious Things that are laid to our Charge, we 
may, with St. Paul, apologize for ourſelves, and 
do Juſtice to our injur'd Cauſe and Reputation, by 
an{wering, as he did, That neither againſt the Law, 
nor againſt the Temple, nor yet againſt Cæſar, have we 
offended any thing at all. Very ſure I am, that we 
have not offended in that popular and inflaming 
Inſtance that is charg'd upon us, of cutting off the 
Head of King Charles IJ. That this Fact was com- 
mitted, can't be deny'd: But, as it was, at the 
Time that it was done, diſlik'd by thoſe of our Way; 
ſo it has been diſown'd by us ever ſince. And 
therefore, if Charity could not (which yet we 


don't need in this Caſe) yet Juſtice ſhould have 


kept Men from laying it to our Charge. The Car- 
riage therefore of the Jews towards St. Paul, and 
his Anſwer to the Charge that was brought againſt 
him, I have taken for my Text; and in ſpeaking 
to it ſhall do theſe Things. 


I. Co Ns ID ER the Jews Carriage towards St. Paul. 


II. I SAAL IL conſider St. Paul's Innocence, in Refe- 
ference to thoſe Things of which he was accus d. And 
in ſpeaking to both theſe, I ſhall have a particular 
Regard to the Occaſion of this Day, and the unjuſt 
Treatment,that from many we commonly have upon it. 


III. IS AALI conclude with an Exbortation to Diſ- 
ſenters, to carry it ſo, as that however we are ac- 
cus'd, none may be able to prove any Thing upon us, 
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| antworthy of the Character of good Chriſtians, 
good Neighbours, or good Subjects. 


I. I Am to conſider the Carriage of the Jews to- 
wards St. Paul. My Text ſays, That they laid na- 
ny and grievous Complaints againſt bim. And [ 
can't wonder at all that they did ſo, when the 
had done the ſame, or worſe before againſt his 
Innocent e Maſter. Marvel not, ſays Curisr to 
his Diſciples, if the World hate you, ye know that it 

hated me before it hated you *. Our bleſſed Saviour 
did many Things to oblige the Fews. He was 
the tendereſt, and greateſt Friend that ever they 
had. He ſpent all the Time of his publick <ini- 
fry among them; and did all that was fit and pro- 
per to be done to make them happy: But becauſz 
He aſſum'd the Character that He did, and at- 
tempted a Reformation of thoſe Things that were 
really amiſs among them; therefore they were ſo 
maliciouſly and vehemently ſet againſt Him, that 
nothing could ſatisfy them but his Blood. 

'T was becauſe St. Paul was a zealous Diſci- 
ple of CHRIS TIJESus, that the Fews were fo ex- 
aſperated and enrag'd againſt him. He had done 
nothing at all to deſerve their Hatred : Nay, he 
was paſſionately concern'd for their Good. He 
was ſo much their Friend, that he was ready to 
have done or ſufferd any Thing, to bring them in- 


to the right Way of Salvation : But becauſe he 


could not be ſuch a fond Admirer of their Cere- 
monies as formerly he had been ; becauſe he could 
not concur with them in all religious Matters, but 
attempted to ſet up the Chriſtian Religion in its 
native and moſt admirable Purity; therefore pre- 
ſently, he muſt be every Thing that's bad. Tho 
he was really in the right as to his Religion, and 
exactly loyal in Point of Poljricks ; yet becauſe he 


Was 
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was not a Few, and a Stickler for that Church, of 
which he had lately been a moſt warm Member; 


therefore, he muſt of Conſequence, be a Traytor 
and a Rebel, and deeply engag'd in ſome Plot or 


other, to pull down the Roman Emperor. In ſhort, 
he muſt be an inveterate Enemy to the Jewiſh 
Church, and the Roman State ; yea, alſo an im- 
placable Adverſary to Gop Himſelf, Theſe were 
ſome of the High-flying Extravagancies, into 
which their Zeal for their antiquated Ceremo- 
nies did tranſport the Fews. 

ST. Paul was of the ſame Religion for Sub- 
ſtance, and in ſuch Things as are always neceſſary, 
as the Fews were. And then, he had much bet- 
ter Notions in Point of Politicks, than the Fews 
had. Our Saviovkr, whom this Apoſtle did 
ſtrictly follow, did not deſtroy the leaſt Branch of 
the Moral Law: Nor laid aſide any of the Jewiſh 
Religion, but its Imperfe&ions. And then, where- 


as the Fews only ſubmitted to the Roman Govern- 


ment to avoid Wrath, St. Paul adviſeth Chriſtians 
to do it for Conſcience Sake. So that, in Reality, 
he was much more for the true Religion, and the 
Church of Gop, and a much better Subject of the 
Roman Government, than the Fe, could pretend 
to be; and yet, ſo great and bitter was their Rage 
againſt him, for want of conforming to their abo- 
liſh'd Ceremonies, that nothing leſs than his Life, 
could be an atoning Sacrifice for his ſuppos'd Mil- 
takes. The Jens declare ſo much, that St. Paul was 
not worthy to live. And if by their Violence, and 
Rage, and Intereſt in Fſtus the Roman Deputy, 
they could have poſſeſs'd him with an Opinion, 
that St. Paul was à Perſon of Antimonarchical Prin- 
ciples, and only wanted an Opportunity to ſub- 
vert the State, and that he was already engag'd in 
a Deſign againſt Ceſar, they would have carry'd 
tis likely their grand Point, and drench'd chem- 
3 3 5 ſelves 
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ſelves, with that Blood of the Chriſtians that they 
thirſted after: But the Roman Government tho? 
Heathen, was too juſt and equitable, to take Ac- 
cuſation for Proof, and to take away a Man's Life 
upon malicious Surmiſes without Evidence; at 
leaſt, it was fo at that Time; tho' afterwards in- 
deed, many Thouſands were deſtroy'd for no other 
Reaſon but becauſe they were Chriſtians. 

Bor H der de and Feſtus were ſo entirely ſa- 
tisfy d concerning St. Paul's Innocence and Loyalty, 
that they readily agree, he might have been ſet at 
be had not made an Appeal to Cæſar. He 
tells us, chap. xxviil. 19, that he was „ to 
do this to ſave his Life. By which Conftraint we 
may be ſenſible, of the ſanguinary Nature and 
Effects of Bigotry. And certainly tis this Mon- 
ſter, that hath kindled thoſe fatal Feuds and Ani— 
moſities, that to the great Diſgrace and Preju- 
dice of Chriſtianity, have happen'd among Chri- 
ſtians. Tis this, that is the Parent of thoſe plen- 


tiful Accuſations that are uſually ſcatter'd this 


Day with ſo much Warmth, and Unchriftian 
Zeal among us. For, if Perſons were calm and 
conſiderate, according to the mild and excellent 
Directions of Chriſtianity ; If Perſons before they 


ſpeak, would conſult Hiſtory more, and their 


Paſſions leſs ; If Perſons would ſpeak according to 


Fact, and not according to Prejudice and Prepoſſ:ſi- 
on; they could not charge thoſe that commonly 


they do, either with the Beginning, or Conſe— 
quences of that Unnatural War, that was kindled 
among us in Forty-one, and ended ar laſt in the 
Subverſion of Monarchy, and the Deſtruction of 
him, whom they call the Royal e Martyr. = 

Tu great, and true Ground of thoſe many 


hard Accuſations that are brought againſt us, is, 


That we can't agree with others (as St. Paul could 


not with the Jens) in ſome religious Opinions. 


Theſe 


* 
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Theſe High and fierce Zealots (For, 'is of ſuch 


that I would be underſtood throughout this Diſ- 


courſe, and not of thoſe much better Church- 
Men, as well as Chriſtians, who are for Temper, 
and Moderation, for an Abatement of Ceremo- 
nies, and leaving thoſe Indifferent that are retain- 
ed, and Reforming ſome other things that are own- 
ed to need Reformation.) Theſe Zealots, I ſay, 
are with the Fes, Inflexibly ſtiff for a Ceremonious 
Religion; We for better Reaſons (as we think) 
with St. Paul, are againſt it. They are for Terms 
of Communion of their own Eſtabliſhment with= 
out Scripture : Ve are only for ſuch as CHRIST 
hath eſtabliſned in the Scriptures. As far as the 


Scriptures go, i. e. as far as the great Subſtantials 
of Religion are concern'd, we freely and hearti- 


ly agree with them: But we can't conſent, that 
theſe Things ſhould be made a Part of our Religi- 


on, that CHRIST hath not made ſo. And we are 
forc'd to diſlike it, that Conformity in ſuch Things, 
where Mens Conſciences are ſo eaſily, and juſtly 


liable to ſtare Objections, ſhould be inſiſted upon 
with more Rigour in order to Communion, than 
Faith, Repentance, and good Works, E, 

We have had a long Time to conſider thoſe 
Things that are in Difference between us. We 
have (to make us ſufficiently thoughtful about 


theſe Things) been put under a great many Dil- 


couragements. We have been treated with Mild- 
neſs, and alſo ſeverely perſecuted ; and no doubt, 


_ have conſider'd theſe Things again and again, 
with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs and Impartiality. We 
are at preſent under diſcouraging Circumſtances, 


incapable of ſerving our King and Country (both 


which we love, with an intenſe Affection) ex- 


cept in thoſe Capacities that are chargeable with- 
out Honour, and troubleſome without Proſit; and 
yet, ſtill we are of the ſame Opinion. "Tis no 
| h | Obſtinacy 
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Obſtinacy therefore, but that which is commenda- 
ble, and which every Chriſtian ſhould glory in, 
that makes us what we are : But, by what Con- 
ſequence will it follow from hence, that we had a 
Principal Hand in the Quarrels of Forty-one? 
That we dethron'd the KI G, brought him to 
the Scaffold, and cut off his Head? Why muſt we 
be againſt Cæſar, becauſe we can't be for ſome 
needleſs Ceremonies 2 Why muſt we be againſt 
'the State, and unfit to be tolerated, or even to 
tive, becauſe we can't be for thoſe that we appre- 
hend to be unſcriptural Officers, and unſcriptural 
Impoſitions? And for thoſe Things that were un- 
known in Primitive Chriſtianity, and are only the 
Inventions of latter and more ignorant Ages, and 
were retain'd by our firſt Reformers, with no other 
View, than to gain over the Papiſts, who were ex- 
tremley fond of 'em, as Things that were peculiar- 
ly their own, but without the expected Succeſs ? 
Why can't we be good Subjects here, as well as on 
the other ſide the Tweed, and as well as they are 
in other Proteſtant Countries, where they have 
none of theſe Things, that we think are very 
juſtly ſcrupled at by us? | 
Wænaua r is there in thoſe Things that are objec- 
ted againſt, to make us more Loyal ? Why ſhould 
a Man be a better Subject, and fitter for a Place 
of Truſt, that hath his Child croſs'd, and hath 
Godfathers, and Godmothers ; that kneels at the Sa- 
crament, that uſeth a Liturgy ; that owns the ſu- 
perior Authority of Biſhops and their Courts, &c. 
than one that hath not? Theſe are not Things of 
a Civil Nature; nor do they at all reſpe& the Ci- 
vil Government: Nay, theſe are not Things of 
Curisrt's Inſtitution, but tend, as we think, to 
the Prejudice of his Cauſe and Ringdom; and for 
this Reaſon, we have choſen and ſtill chuſe rather 
to ſuffar than comply. And did not St. Paul, and 
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the firſt Chriſtians chuſe to do the ſame? But 
what is there in any of theſe Things, inconſiſtent 
with Monarchy? Or inconſiſtent with Loyalty ? Or 

indeed inconſiſtent with Religion, or the Safety and 
Honour of the Church of Crrisr ? But fo ſome 
Bigots will have it, that we muſt be every Thing 
that's bad, becauſe of theſe Things. Yea, to ſuch 
a Prodigious Height is this carried by ſome, thar 
thoſe who are for our Liberty and Toleration, 
muſt, notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt and moſt regu- 
lar Conformity, be Enemies to the Church ; yea, 
Atheiſts, Infidels, and thoſe that are for the utter 
Subverſion of all Religion. They are even worſe - 
than the Presbyterians themſelves, who yet are fo 
bad, that they are not fit to live. 

Tuvs, we ſadly ſee the great Power and Influ 


ence of Bigotry, to inflame Mens Paſſions, and 
over-ſet their Reaſon : But our great Comfort is, 
That as the Fews were not able to prove thoſe 
Things of which they accus'd St. Paul; ſo neither 
are others able to prove thoſe Things of which the 
accuſe us. However, ſeeing we are ſo fiercely aſ- 
faulted, St. Paul's Practice will bear us out in a 
modeſt Vindication of ourſelves. And this is 
that, which 


II. I Cons and crave leave to do. And here 

it might be ſufficient to deny what others can't 
retend to prove: But the Clamour againſt us is 
fo loud and conſtant, that it may be neceſſary a 
little to inſiſt upon our Innocence, as to thoſe Things 
that are charg'd upon us. And here I ſhall confine 
myſelf to the Particulars of St. Paul's Anſwer and 
Defence. | . 
t. Then, we plead, That we have in No- 
thing ſo notoriouſly offended againſt the Law, as 
by many hath been ſuggeſted to our Reproach. I 
mean, aginſt the Law of Nature, of Scripture, or of 
our Country. For theſe, as they teach us to be of the 
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true Religion; ſo in forming our Notions of this 
they oblige us to follow our own Judgment. In- 
deed as we believe the Certainty of Scripture Reve- 


lation, and own the Revelations contain'd in Scri- 


pture, to be the ſtanding and ſettled Meaſure of our 
Opinions and Practices, 10 we are not at Liberty to 
take up with any Thing that we know to be con- 
trary thereto. But then, as we have no infallible 
Expoſitor of the Scriptures, on whom we can de- 
pend ; ſo all muſt be left to their own Light, and 
not forc'd to take up with that as the Senſe of 
Scripture, which ſome dogmatical Perſons ſay is, 
and others leſs poſitive, but yet as pious and im- 
partial, as wiſe and learned as they, ſay is not. In 
this Senſe, we are to call no Man Maſter upon Earth ; 
and upon this noble Principle, the RxroRMAT TON 
from Popery did proceed. 
\* AccoRDiNG to this Principle therefore, Men 
are not to be look'd upon as wilful Perwerters of the 
Laws of Go, and right Reaſon, tho' they have 
not juſt the ſame Sentiments of them that others 
have. And to this Purpoſe, I ſhall mention one 
famous Inſtance, that had a mighty Influence up- 
on the Calamities that are brought to Remem- 
brance this Day, and many other Evils that have 
fince happen'd to theſe Nations. That which I 
intend is, the Inſtance of an unlimited Paſſive-Obe- 
dience to the higher Powers. This Doctrine of an 
unlimited Submiſſion to thoſe in Power, was 
preach'd up with a great deal of Warmth, long 
before the Civil Wars, and brought to juſtify thoſe 
extraordinary Meaſures that were taken by King 
Charles, and his Miniſters to raiſe Money. This 
was call'd then, as it hath been ſince, when any 
arbitrary Deſign was upon the Anvil, the Doctrine 
of the Church. And this Subjection, which was 
ſo earneſtly pleaded for, had to make it go down 


the better, the gilded and ſpecious Title of Apo- 


poſtolical 
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ffolical Obedience. Thoſe that oppos d it, as incon- 
ſiſtent with Liberty, and the Safety of the Conſti- 
tution, and as calculated for Hanny and Arbitra- 
Power, were not only look'd upon with an evil 
ye, but felt the durable Marks of Court-Diſplea- 
ſure, and were repreſented as Enemies to Gov 
and the King. Particularly Dr. Abbot, Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, was ſuſpended from his Fun- 
Gion, and died in Diſgrace, for refuſing to Li- 
cence Sibrhorp's Sermon, which Bp. Laud, who 
ſucceeded him, /ventur'd to do: As alſo Dr. Man- 
waring's, wherein were theſe remarkable Expreſ- 
fions ; © That the King is not bound to obſerve 
* the Laws of the Realm, concerning the Subjects 
Rights and Liberties; but that his Royal Word 
% and Command, in impoſing Loans and Taxes 
© without Conſent of Parliament, does oblige 
* the Subjects Conſciences under Pain of Damna- 
* tion. That choſe who refus'd to pay this Loan, 
© did offend againſt the Law of Gov, and be- 
came guilty of Impiety, Diſloyalry and Rebel- 
* lion, and that the Authority of Parliaments, is 
not neceſſary for raiſing Aids and Subſidies. ” 
'Twas alſo the current Doctrine of thoſe Times, 
That to reſiſt in any Caſe, how important and 
neceſſary ſoever, was inevitable Damnation. 
Tux Nation was not always of this Opinion, 
as is plain, from the Aſſiſtance they gave the 
Dutch, in Queen Elixabethb's and King James's 
Time, to aſſert their Liberties. Yea, King Charles 
was not always of this Opinion himſelf, as is evi- 
dent from his Letters to the Proteſtants of Rochel, 
and the Succours that he ſent them by the Duke of 
Buckingham, and the Fiſt that he order'd among 
his own Subjects on their Behalf, However, af- 
terwards he lik'd the Doctrine ſo well, and found 
it ſo agreeable to his Deſigns and Management, 
that it drew him, as a Church of England Divine 
| C lays, 


* Ah 


— 


— 


my 
* — 

ww * — 
2 * 8 


__ 


2 ; : . 
— re = a, oO om, 
* TR a n Sr — 
_ ” Pp n —— #2; 6 . 
— — — —— 


18 The INNOCENCE of 


—_— _ a 2 * 5 
= 2 125 — —— 
— * . 
_— ————ð⁵ mee —— — 
5 


— L k * » J 
4 Fs IAEA 


» 


ſays, into 2 ſeparate Intereſt from his People; 
and was much the Occaſion of that War, that af. 


terwards iſſu d in his Ruin *. © One would think, 
(as another Divine of the fame Church ſays) + 


that if we were to judge of the Deſign of this 


© Doctrine, by its Effects, that ic was calculated 
ce for the Deſtruction of Princes; for it lays a 
© Bait for Attempts at Arbitrary Power, and then 
ce leaves them to fall under the Weight of it. 
c And this, (as he goes on) was the Caſe of 2 
& late unfortunate Prince. This Doctrine engagd 
ce him to purſue ſuch Meaſures as proy'd fatal to 
© him.” Biſhop Burnet tells us, in his Speech on 
Dr. Sacheverells Tryal, That he forewarn'd King 
James of this Conſequence ; and that this Doctrine 
was not to be depended upon. And very happy 
hath it been for theſe Nations that it is not: For 
if it had, we had been as Sodom and Gomorrha. But, 
tho' an abſolute Submiſſion was preach'd up; yet a 
real Reſiſtance was practis d, and not thought to be 
any Way inconſiſtent with St. Paul's Doctrine of 
being ſubject to the higher Powers. Theſe thought 
with others, when their Lives and Free holds were 
in danger, that in Caſe of abſolute Neceflity, and 
to avoid an impending Ruin, we might reſiſt a 


Power ſo perverted and abus'd, a Power employ'd 


to enſlave the Nation, and ruin the Conſtitution, 
which ſhould be employ'd for their Security and 


Preſervation, without reſiſting the Ordinance of 


God: or any Fear of a future Damnation, for ſtand- 


ing up in Defence of all that was dear and valua- 


ble to them. I can't blame them that they had 
ſuch juſt Apprehenſions. However, the Remem- 
brance of this, methinks ſhould for ever ſilence the 

Religion 
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Mr. Stevens's Sermon on the 0b of January 1691. p. 18. 
+ Dr. Weſt's Sermon on the 305 of January 1709, before 
the Houſe of Commons. p. 19, 20. 
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Raileries of this Day; becauſe it can't be more 


- lawful to reſiſt the Son, than it was the Father, if 


he purſu'd the ſame Meaſures, as the Hiſtorians of 


thoſe Times ſay he did. But, let this be as it 


will as to the Father, it will appear hereafter, 
that as they were Churchmen, that had the greac 
Hand in the Revolution, ſo alſo had they in the Ci- 

THar we, who are Diſſenters, had any Con- 
cern in the glorious Revolution, is what we can't 
but value ourſelves upon. Twas the Cauſe of Li. 
berty, in which we then engag d. A Cauſe too 
Glorious to be condemn'd by the Laws of God, 
and Right Reaſon. A Cauſe, in which we ſhould 
never ſtick to venture our deareſt Blood. A Cauſe 
to the Succeſs and Proſperity of which, we are 
under Gop indebted, for the Invaluable Happi- 
neſs of the preſent Reign, the bright Proſpects 
that we have from the Royal Family, and the Se- 
curity of all the great and peculiar Felicities that 
we enjoy. We can't be aſham'd, that we are the 
Oppolers of that ſuppoſed Law that would make 
us Slaves; And tis a Satisfaction, that in this our 
Oppoſition, we have the hearty Concurrence of 
thoſe, who have always been the Noble, and beſt 
Patriots of our Britiſh Liberties, But we are ſatiſ- 
hed; that this can't be the Law of Goo. It it 
was, we ſhould readily ſubmit thereto: And 
cheerfully bear the worſt Conſequences that ſhould 
flow from it. If it was notlaviful in any Caſe, or 
upon any Pretence whatſoever, to ſtand up in de- 
fence of our Liberties, we would freely ſurrender 
them. We would not condemn, I hope, the Doc- 
trine as ſinful, and alſo act according to it when 
there ſhould be Occaſion; we would not make it 4 
Law to others, and not ſuffer it to oblige our- 
ſelves. We dare not thus trifle with any of the Laws 
of Gop. Againſt theſe, I hope, we may ſafe- 
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ly ſay, we have not offended in this Mattter. 


(2). WE can ſay, with the ſame Truth, and Se. 


eurity that St. Paul did, that we have not offended 


_ againſt the Temple. The Apoſtle by this Expreſs 


ſion can never mean, that he did nothing to efta- 
bliſh Chriftianity, and by Conſequence to overturn 


the Temple-Service. As an Apoſtle, he was oblig'd 


to preach the Goſpel; and if that may be call d 


an Offence againſt the Temple, ſo he was guilty, - 


But then, he had the Commiſſion of Him who, 
is the Head of the Church, to bear him out, 
And therefore, if his Preaching tended to the 
Prejudice of the Temple, it was not criminal, 
unleſs it can be prov'd that he exceeded his Com- 


miſſion, and did ſomething that he had not Au- 


thority to do. | 
Tax Caſe, I take to be the very ſame with re- 


5 ſpect to us: We reckon it our Duty in ſome Things 


to diſſent from the Efabliſhed Church. We may be 
allow'd to ſpeak it with Sincerity, that there is 


nothing elſe, to which we could fo eaſily ſacrifice 
all our Proſpects of greater Honour and Intereſt, 


if we were of another Opinion. We allow the 
Doctrines of the Church to be good; but can't 
approve it's Ceremonies We approve the Subſtance 
of it's Worſhip ; but the Manner of it we are forc'd 
to diſlike, as not, in our Appcehenſions, ſo a- 
greeable to the Scriptures. Some of its Officers 
we own to be of a Divine Inſtitution ; but of c- 


thers we can't have the ſame Sentiments. Its Diſ- 
eipline we look upon to be extreamly defective ; 
and not calculated to anſwer the great Ends of 


Religion; and this is no more, than the Church 


itſelf doth acknowledge, and ſpeaks of it, as a 


Thing much to be wiſh'd, that the Primitive Diſ- 
eipline was reſtor d. 'Twould take up too much 
Time to deſcend to Particulars, and reckon up wo 
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the Objections that we have againſt Conformity: 
And which are, as we think, the very juſtifyable 
Grounds of our Diſſent. However, tho' we can't 
ive up thoſe invaluable Liberties wherewith. 
= 1s T hath made us free; tho' we think it ne- 
ceſſary to inſiſt upon a further Reformation, and 
dare not compliment any with our Conſciences, 
becauſe we think it Go p's Prerogative alone to 
preſcribe to theſe ; tho' we have contented our- 
ſelves to ſtruggle with many Difficulties ever ſince 
the Reſftauration : Yet thoſe that are impartial muſt 
allow, that we have manag' d our Diſſent with a 
great deal of Temper towards the Church ; and 
have been ſatisfy'd to fit down contented under, 
many Hardſhips, rather than do it a Prejudice. 
Our Innocence in this ReſpeR, is ſo clear 
and inconteſtable, that when ſome, who would 
be thought the Church's beſt Friends, had ſug- 
geſted in their Debates on the Occaſional-Bill, in 
the Beginning of the late Reign; That the Diſſen- 
ters never wanted a Will, when they had a Power, 
to deſtroy the Church and State; the Lords de- 
clare, That it was hard, as well as untrue. to 
* ſay this: Since in the laſt and greateſt Danger 
© the Church was expos'd to, they joyn'd with 
© her with all imaginable Zeal and Sincerity 
* againſt the Papiſts, their common Enemies; 
% ſhewing no Prejudice to the Church, but the 
* utmoſt Reſpect to her Biſhops, when ſent to the 
* Tower; and that ever ſince, they have continu'd 
* to ſhew all the Signs of Friendſhip and Submiſſi. 
© on to the Government of Church and State *. 
Such a Declaration as this, upon ſo ſolemn. and 
great an Occaſion, and by ſuch a wiſe and noble 
Part of the Legiſlature; by thoſe that are ſome of 
the beſt Friends, as well as the brighreſt Ornaments of 
7 Fe | | 7 
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the Church, is a Teſtimony beyond all Exception, 


to the Truth of what I ſay. Yea, that very AR, 


that is now thought ſo ſerviceable to the Church, 


and which hath prov'd of ſuch ill Conſequence 
to us, (the Teft-A# I mean) was promoted and 
encourag'd by the Diſſenters, that the Papiſts 


might not have it in their Power to deſtroy the 
Proteſtant Religion. And ſo great was their Re- 
gard to the Proteſtant Intereſt, that tho' they had 
ſeen, and been ſure, that the unkind Uſe would 
have been made of it that now there is; yet for the 
Publick Good, for the Security of our Common 
Chriſtianity, and to guard againſt Idolatry and 


Superſtition, They, and we that ſucceed them in 


their Principles and Profeſſion, would have come 
into it. A great Author, and Ornament of the 
Church, in one of his Speeches on the Occaſional- 
Bill, hath theſe Expreſſions: In the End of 
© King Charles II's Reign, we all remember, that 
* a new Proſecution of the Diſſenters was ſet on 


them were very hard, they were ſollicited by 
the Agents of the Court, to petition for a gene- 
ral Toleration ; but they could not be prevail'd 
on 4.” This generous Regard to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, and the Safety of their Country, 
as it much deſerves, ſo in time, I hope it may 
have its juſt Conſideration ; and that we, who in 


cc 


the worſt of Times, prov'd ourſelves to be hearty 


Proteſtants ; ſhan't always be upon a Level with 
Tapiſts and Jacobites, the profeſs d Enemies of the 
Government in Church and State. 

I Know, it is often brought as an Objection 


againſt us, That in King Fames's Time, we com- 


plimented that Prince upon his diſpenſing with 
the Penal Laws : But if ſome Few did this, and 
. perhaps 


Er Collection of Speeches, Preface, c. by E. Burnet. p.72 
f Biſhop Burner, Id. ib. 2. 72. CO 5 


foot, and even then, when the Severities againſt 
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perhaps in Terms that can't be juſtify'd ; yet the 
Generality, as apprehenſive of its Conſequences, 
did diſlike it. Bur then, to ballance this falſe Step 
ofa Few of the Diſſenters; it ſhould be conſider- 
ed, that there were ſeveral of the Church that did 
the ſame, and that in Terms more high and ful- 
ſome than any that were us'd by us. And befides, as 
B** Burnet ſays, ſome Fudges, many Sheriffs and Ma- 
giſtrates comply'd with the Deſigns of the Court *. 
«© It can't ſo inuch be wonder'd at, if, (as an Hi- 
ſtorian ſays ,) © the Diſſenters were not ſo fond 
© of Perſecution and ill Uſage, as to refuſe a Li- 
© berty that was frankly offer'd them, which nei- 
© ther their Prayers, nor Tears could obtain be- 
© fore: Nor if they did not think it good Manners 
© to enquire too narrowly how that Liberty came 
* about, as long as they were ſhelter'd thereby 
© from the Oppreſſions they lay under.” To 
which let me add, That it can't be ſtrange, if 
under the joyful Surprize of being freed from very 
great Hardſhips ſome unadvis d Expreſſions did 
drop from ſome of them. This, I think, muſt at 
leaſt, be more excuſable in us, than ir could be 
in thoſe who had Nothing to complain of, but 
were always in Favour. But granting, that ſome 
Few, (who had not the Thanks of the Generality 
of their Brethren) did amiſs; yet it is own'd, 
among other Things to our Praiſe, by the Author 
of The eAdwvantages of the preſent Settlement I, that it 
was much owing to the Fidelity of our Party at 
that critical Time, that the popiſh Party met with 10 
great a Diſappuintment in their Deſigns. Had 
the Diſſenters been fo intent upon the Ruin of 
the Church, as by ſome they have been repreſent- 
ed; they wanted neither Opportunity nor En- 

couragement 


Collection of Speeches, preface, Se. p. 99. 1 
| t Hel woods Memoirs, p 195, 196. 
+ State Tracts, Vol I. p 267. 
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-couragement in two ſucceſſive Reigns. And it 


muſt be known, that they ſuffer'd extreamly, be- 


"cauſe they would not put a helping Hand to pull 
it down. | 


Taar the Conſtitution was very much chang d 


by the Civil Wars is a Fa that we never pretend 


to deny: But this, as the Lord Clarendon ſays, was 
not an Original Deſign. And beſides, tis likely the 
Scots would never have inſiſted ſo much upon ſuch 


an Alteration, if they had not before been ſour'd, 


and exaſperated by Perſecution. But a Liturgy was 
violently obtruded upon them. They were treated 
as Rebels for not ſubmitting to Bp. Laud's Impoſi- 
tions. By his and the Inſtigation of ſome others, 
there was a firſt and ſecond War commenc'd a. 
gainſt them. When therefore, they were thus 


haraſt and oppreſt without any Cauſe ; that they 


attempted to prevent ſuch miſchiefs for the future, 
by bringing the Church of England ſomewhat near- 
er to their own Model, which they thought to be 
much better, it is not ſo much to be wonder'd 
at. And beſides, thoſe that conſented to ſuch 
an Alteration, were, to a very few, of the Church 


themſelves, and a conſiderable part of the Legi- 
flature; who had always reſerv'd a Power to 


themſelves, to make ſuch Alterations in Church 
Affairs, (as are own'd to be alterable) as they 
thought fit. With what Juſtice then can Diſſen- 
ters be blam'd, that Churchmen were the Inſtru- 


ments of ſuch a Reformation, as they thought 
would be for the Honour of Chriſtianity, and was 


no other than our firſt Reformers from Popery had 


in View ? Should they not have come into that, 


which they had ſo much, and fo long defir'd in 
Vain? Should they have rejected that, which they 
always thought to be. very needſul? No, they 
muſt have been altogether inconſiſtent with them- 


ſelves, if they had not thankfully accepted of thoſe 
Alterations 
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Alterations that the Legiſlature thought fit to make. 
INDEED, if ever we had betray'd the Church 
to Popery ; if ever we had joyn d with the Papiſts 
to pull it down: In ſuch. a Caſe as this, ic might 
fairly, and with Juſtice to our Reproach be ſaid, 
that we were Enemies to the Church. But, if the 
Church itſelf ſhould think fit to throw itſelf into 
a more ſcriptural Model, a Model better calculated 
to anſwer. the great ain of Chriſtianity; we 
could not but rejoice in ſuch a Change, as one of 
the greateſt Bleſſings that ever theſe Nations were 
farour d with. Such a happy Change was ſer on 
Foot, both after the Refauration, and Remolution, by 
ſome of the trueſt and beſt Friends, by ſome of the 
wiſeſt, moſt pious, and learned Defenders that ever 
the Church had. Muſt the Church then be an 
Enemy to itſelf, becauſe for the Sake of Peace, and 
greater Purity, it was willing to part with ſome 
Things, that it always thought it could conve- 
niently ſpare; and which, if given up, would 
have been for the Church's Honour? If ſo, we 
are content to be look d upon alſo as Enemies to 
the Church. But to ſay, That as a Body, we ever 
did any Thing, either ſecretly, or openly, to 
ruin the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe Nations, is 
farther from Truth, than the two Poles. are from 
one another. But the greateſt Charge of all, is yer 
behind; and that is, 5 

3. ThaT the Diſſenters have moſt notoriouſly 
oltended againſt Czſar. Before I make our De- 
tence againſt this Charge, it mayn't be impro- 
per to obſerve, how very unfit thoſe are to make 
it, who are moſt clamorous and bitter upon ſuch 
Occaſions, Theſe are ſuch, for the moſt part, as 
by their Behaviour, give a very ſtrong Suſpicion, 
that they are, notwithſtanding their Oaths to the 
GOVERNMENT, and the ſignal Advantages that 
they have under it, Rs to the Cauſe of 


1715. 
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1715. Now, if we compare the Civil Wars of 41, 
with the Rebellion that was carry d on then, we 
ſhall find, that there's a thouſand times more to be 
ſaid againſt the Latter than againſt the Former: 
For whatever ſome may ſay concerning him, 
whom they ſtyle the Royal Martyr, tis very evident, 
that King GeorGt and his Miniſtry did never do z 
thouſandth part ſo much to exaſperate the Nation, 
as was done by King Charles and his Miniſtry, 
ParTICULARLY, He never erected à Court 
of Star-Chamber, or High-Commiſſion, little better 
than an Inquiſition, to worry and torture ſuch a; 
were innocent. Again, King GEORG B hath ne. 
ver given us the leaſt Jealouſy, that He hath an 
Deſign to introduce Popery; nay, the late Re. 
bellion, is a clear Demonſtration that He hath 
not. Again, our moſt Excellent 1 N , did ne- 
ver attempt to ſecure any Members of Parliament, 
without Conſent of Parliament: But hath 23 
ſtrictly kept to the Laws and Conſtitution, as 
ever any King of England did; more ſtrictly, 1 
am ſure, than moſt of our own native Kings, tho 
one great Objection againſt him is, That He is a 
Foreigner. Again, His Preſent MaJesTy was ne- 
ver ſuſpected of ſigning Commiſſions with his own 
Hand for the Deſtruction of his Proteſtant Sub- 
jects by bloody Papiſts; nor have any ſuffer d of 
any Denomination, upon that Account, ſince He 
came to the Crown; and 1 have Reaſon to think 
never will, conſidering the unparallel'd Mercy and 
eMildnefs of the Preſent Adminiſtration. What 
Temptations He might be under to act contrary 
to his natural and moſt pleaſing Inclinations, ſhould 
He change Hands, I ſhan't ſay; but whilit He 
acts according to his own mult admirable Temper, 
and the eAdvice of thoſe truly great and wile 
Perſons that are about Him, I'm not afraid of any 
Thing that's ſanguinary and violent ; tho' er 
| ay 
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have the Impudence, in Defiance to all FAA and 
Truth, to give this the Title of a bloody Reign. 
I Mr1Gur go farther a great deal, and ſhew, 
That there were none of thoſe Grievances in 1715, 
that were but too juſtly complain'd of in 41; and 
then, I might alſo take Notice, that both Houſes of 
Parliament, which are ſo conſiderable a Part of 
the Legiſlature, were engag'd in that unhappy 
Quarrel with the King : Bur, in the late Caſe, 
which now begins a lictle to revive again, there 1s 
no ſuch Thing. There is Nothing laid to King 
Gz0RGE's Charge, but, That by the Concur- 
rence of many Parliaments, and that alſo of very 
different Complexions, He poſſeſſeth the Throne, 
in Excluſion of him, who had never any Title or 
juſt Pretence thereto ; whoſe ſuſpected Birth 
would render it ſcandalous, and whoſe idolatrous 
Religion would make it ruinous, if he ſhould fill 
the Throne. Concerning the Intereſt of the Sub- 
jects, there is, there can be Nothing laid to King 
GEORGE's Charge, but that He hath diſcarded a 
Set of Men, that had almoſt ruin'd and undone 
the Nation: This is the great Grievance, that is 
complain'd of: But this, inſtead of being a Grie- 
vance, is, I think, no other, than a Piece of Ju- 
ice, to an injur'd Nation. And then, as for the 


Parliament, they are as hearty and entire in the 


King's and CounTry's Intereſt, as can be wiſh'd 
for, in a Nation ſo much divided as ours is. And 
yet, how vehemently is the Rebellion (as it is 
termd) of 41, decry'd by thoſe very Men that 
were lately engag'd againſt their SOVEREIGN: 
What Monſters are the poor Diſſenters made on the 
zoth of Fanuary, becauſe a Few of their Princi- 
ples, did happen to be on the Parliament's Side, 
whilſt ſeveral others of the ſame Principles, were 
not If it ſhould be granted, that theſe Few did 


* 


amiſs; *tis nothing to us of the preſent Genera- 


D 2 tion. 
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tion. And beſides, If they were miſtaken, they 
were countenanc d and miſled by Part of the Legiſ- 


lature. But what have thoſe to ſay for themſelves, 


that were any Way concern'd in the late Rebellion? 


Our Pulpits have often, but I think our Laws are 


more cautious in ſtyling the War of 41 Rebellion: 
becauſe the Lords and Commons, then aſſembled in 
Parliament were concern'd in it. But let it paſs 
under what Character and Title it will, tis certain, 
that if that was bad, this muſt needs be ten thou- 
ſand times worſe. That was to ſecure us againſt 
Popery, this to introduce it, and lodge the ſupreme 
Power tn popiſh Hands. That was upon a Pretence 
of redreſſing Grievances, which were not cauſe- 


leſsly complain'd of; this muſt be to involve us 


in Grievances, which now (bleſſed be Go p) we 
are free from. That was to deliver us from arb+- 
trary Power; this could have no other Tendency, 
than to render us ſome of the moſt compleat 


Slaves of any in the World. That was to fave (as 
- *ewas truly ſaid) a ſinking Nation; but this, if we 


conſider Things well, could be no other, than to 
ruin a molt happy People. 

Ir then 41 be a Year ſo very black, in the Ac- 
count of ſome ; methinks 1715, ſhould be abun- 
dantly blacker. There might a great deal be plauſi- 
bly ſaid (if our Vindication made it neceſſary, as 
it doth not) for what was tranſacted then: But it 
certainly tranſcends all human Skill, to deviſe a 


reaſonable Pretence for any Rebellion againſt our 


Preſent SOVERE1GN, the End of whole Govern- 
ment, is the Happineſs and Proſperity of his Peo- 
ple; and the Meaſure of it, the Laws that He 
found among us. From henceforward then, it 
may be expected of the fierce Part of the ſacred Or- 
der, that they ſhould be more mild and gentle to- 
wards Diſſenters, who had very little or nothing to 


do in kindling the Controverſy of 41 ; or elſe drop 


their 
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their Regard to the late Rebellion, which in too 
many of them, was too viſible and tranſparent, to 
de hid under the Mark of the moſt folemn Oaths. 
So little was the Regard that many paid to theſe 
awful Solemnities, that if it may juſtifiably be ſaid 
of any, (as I don't care it ſhould) That their Reli- 
gion is Rebellion, and their Faith Faction, (which 
are ſome of the Expreſſions in the Prayers for the 
29th of May) I think, it may be ſaid of the late 
Rebels, and their Abettors, with as much Truth 
and Reaſon, as of any in the World; but with 
a thouſand times more, than it can be ſaid of thoſe 

of whom it is. | 
Bur, to plead more directly to the Charge, 
viz. That the Diſſenters have moſt notoriouſly of- 
fended againſt Ceſar. I ſay, That if by Diſſenters, 
in this Charge, are meant thoſe iat are common- 
ly call'd Presbyterians; I muſt anſwer, with St. 
Paul, That we have not offended in this Reſpect 
neither, as we are repreſented: To make which 
evident, I deſire it may be conſider'd, | 
(1) Thar this War that ended with the Ruin 
of the King, was not begun upon a Religious 
Account. Twas, indeed, by ſome calld Bellum 
Epiſcopale; but this is no farther true, than that 
ſome of the Clergy, had a great Hand in blowing 
the Coals. Their Practices, and Influence in the 
Star-Chamber, and High Commiſſion-Court, as they 
were extremely grievous and v<xatious to ſome; 
ſo they ſour'd the Spirits of a great many, and 
procur'd them Enemies not a few : and lo allo, 
it tended much to alienate the Hearts of many of 
the moſt ſerious in the Land from them, that they 
bore ſo hard upon great Numbers of the moſt 
learned and laborious Miniſters in the Nation; 
that they countenanc'd the Suppreſſion of Lectures 
and Afternoon Sermons, and encourag'd Sports on the 
Lord's: Day; that they uſed the Intereſt they had 
in 


were ſo extremely burdenſome to the People. This 


Proteſtant Religion, could not, 


Things of the like Kind, was it owing, that man 
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in the King's Conſcience and Councils, to put him up- 
on thoſe ſurprizing Methods of Government, that 


made the Biſhops, indeed, to be lefs pity'd by many, 
when they ſaw them ſtrip'd of thole Dignities and 
Powers, Which they thought they had abus'd to 
the Nation's Prejudice. And then, another Thing 
that did them much Diſſervice, was; That the Pa- 
pits were in ſuch great Councenance; that they 
could have their Books and Pamphlets licens'd, 
whilſt thoſe that wrote againſt them, and for the 
And it was alſo 
extremely diſſerviceable to them, that they preſs'd 
Conformity to ſome new Inventions with ſo much 
Rigor ; and particularly, in ſome Things, that 
were thought to have a Tendency to the Intro- 
duction of Pope To theſe, and ſeveral other 


Biſhops were ſo lictle regretted when laid aſide. 
And true alſo it is, that the Parliament expreſs'd 


their Fears of Popery, when they ſaw how much 
the Papiſts were courted and careſs'd : How libe- 


rally they contributed to the War againſt Scotland: 
How readily they came into the King's Meaſures 
for raiſing Money ; and what an eAſcendant the 
Queen (who was a profeſs'd Papiſt) had over the 
King. Theſe Things did ſtartle and alarm them; 
and eſpecially, when News was brought of the 
terrible Carnage that was made by the Papiſts in 
Treland ; and how they threatn'd, That when they 
had deſtroy'd all the Proteſtants there, they would 
come over, and deſtroy the Hereticks here alſo. 
Bur, that the original Deſign of the War, was to 
pull down the Church, and kindled by the Presby- 
terians to this End, can be aſſerted by none, with 
any Truth or Reaſon; and hardly, without much 
Malice, by any that are not Strangers to the Hi- 
ſtories of thoſe Times. Nay farther, it muſt be 


own'd, 
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own'd, that it was not begun, with any Deſign to 
ull down the King. And therefore we may ob- 
erve, That in all che Parliament's Orders for raiſ- 
ing Money and Forces, the Security of the King's 
perſon, as well as the Liberties of the People, 
was declar'd as a Thing ſincerely intended. And 
we have the more Reaſon to think that ir was 
ſo; becauſe in the famous Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, Which did not take place till the War had been 
continu'd. with various Succeſs for a long Time, 
the Preſervation of the King's Perſon is expreſsly 
provided for. Yea, and afterwards, when the King 
threw himſelf, through the bad Condition of his 
Affairs, upon the Scots, and they were threatned 
with a War unleſs they deliver'd him ; they would 
not do this, notwithſtanding tbe Danger where- 
with they were threaten'd, but upon Promiſes of 
his being treated as a King. And therefore, as a 
Doctor of the Church of England ſays, when they 
perceiv'd. what black Deſigns were form'd againſt 
him, they loudly complain d of Breach of Faith *. . 
'T x1s plainly ſhews, That the molt violent Preſ- 
byterians, as far as they were concern'd in this un- — 1 
happy Quarrel, between the King and Parliament, 
had no Deſigns againſt the King's Perſon. And 1 1 
believe, that the Parliament had none neither, when 11 
the 2 began: But their great Deſign, was to un 
redrets Grievances, and to prevent the King from 114 
being arbitrary, which they thought they had Rea- Rt 
ſon to fear he intended to be, notwithſtanding for- 1 
mer Conceſſions, when he came with a Guard and 1 
demanded Five of their Members, before the War, 'Þ 
and afcerward retir'd towards the North, and there | 
ſer up his Standard. Whoever advis d the King | 
© to this raſh Attempt, (ſays an Hiſtorian, that 1 
always puts the moſt favourable Interpretation up- | 41 
| 
| 
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on the King's Actions) © are juſtly chargeable 
ce with all the Blood that was afterwards ſpilt: 
ce For this ſudden Action, was the firſt and viſible 


* Ground of all our following Miſeries *. * Twas 


therefore upon a Civil Account, that the War was 
begun; and accordingly this War, with the deplo- 
rable Iſſues and Conſequences of it, are without 
all Reaſon charg'd upon us. And concerning this, 
we may be further ſatisfy d, by confidering, 
 (z.) Trar thoſe that began it, and had the 
chief Management of it, were of the Church. 
That both Houſes, of Lords and Commons (except- 
ing an inconſiderable Number) conſiſted of thoſe, 
that had always liv'd in Conformity to the Church 
of England, and the Epiſcopal Government. Al- 
moſt all the Lords .Lieutenants (Three only except- 
ed) were Epiſcopal Conformiſts. The Earl of Eſſex, 
and almoſt all his General Officers, were for the 
Church. And ſo alſo were the Sea Captains. Yea, 
when the Parliament had rais'd an Army,and after- 
wards ſent Propoſals for Peace to the King at Not- 
ting ham, one of their Propoſitions was, That they 
were to ſubmit to Epiſcopacy as the Form of Church 
Government. Beſides, Archbiſhop Williams took 
a Commiſſion from the Parliament, and was one 


of their Generals, And when at lengch, through 


the preſſing Neceſſity of their Affairs, they were 
forc'd to implore Help of the Scots, and the Co- 
venant took place; when it was adminiſtred to the 
Lords by Mr. Coleman, they took it, with this open 
Profeſſion, That it did not ſignify the Renunciation 
of Epiſcopacy. Farther, there were none, but Nine 
Ten at firſt, in the Aſſembly at Meſt minſter, but 
what were Epiſcopal Divines T. And Nothing 
can be gather'd from all the Parliament's Remon- 
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ſrances and Declarations, but that they were con- 
tented with a moderate Epiſcopacy; and intend- 
ed no other Change, but only to keep Biſhops 
from meddling ſo much as formerly they had, in 
State- Affairs. They had carry'd on the War a 
great While, before they diſcover'd the leaſt In- 
tention to lay afide the Order and Government of 
Biſhops. And very likely ic is, that as this, and 
many other Things, that happen'd in the Progreſs 
of the War, were never ſo much as thought of at 
fiſt; ſo they would never have come to that Cri- 
fs, that ar laſt they did, if the Army, which at 
length grew too ſtrong for their Maſters, had nor 
new model'd the Parliament, and by Threarnings, 
Self-denying Votes, and ſome other Methods of the 
like Nature, curn'd out, and kept in ſuch, as *rwas 
moſt for their Purpoſe thus to manage. So that to 
lay the War of 41, and its after Conſequences ar 
our Doors, is altogether contrary to Truth and 
Fact. 5 | | 
'T1s not my Buſineſs to determine, Whether 
the Parliament did well or ill, in making that 
Stand that it did againſt arbitrary Proceedings. How- 
ever, ſeeing we know how valuable it is to be a 
Free People; I believe, we could hardly like it 
in any Parliament, who are entruſted with the 
Preſervation of our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, 
(the deareſt and moſt valuable Things we have in 
this World) if without Concern, they ſhould fee 
them to be ſwallow'd up, contrary to the impor- 
tant Truſt repos'd in them. Such Encroachments 
of the Royal Prerogative on the Privileges of the 
Nation, was, (as our Hiſtorians fay) a real Caſe, 
before there was the leaſt Appearance of the 
Troubles of 41. And therefore, ſome have thought, 
that *rwas Noble in the Parliament, to give Check 
to theſe Encroachments, as the certain Fore-run- 
ners of Miſery and Ruin: But yet, if any are 
> .. 0 
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degun by the Court) was on the Parliament; 


they had the Spirit of Presbytery in them. And 


well they can from the Honour of the Church; 


ol Uxbridge gone on, which the King firſt conſent- 
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to be blam'd for this, it muſt be thoſe that was 
for Epiſcopacy. Twas by ſuch, that the War (fir 


Side encourag'd and carry'd on. "Twas manag d 
entirely almoſt by Churchmen at the Beginning, 
There were indeed, thoſe Differences of High an 
Low among us then, that there are now. And ti 
true, that thoſe that were higheſt, a. orgs With 
the Papiſts, and moſt of the profaner Sort of the 
Nation joyn'd with the King: But tho' the Ma. 
joricy of the Parliament were Low-Churchme, 
they were Churchmen till ; as much as thoſe were, 
who like true Patriots, and Lovers of their Coun- 
try, joyn'd with our Preſent King in ſuppreſſing 
the late unnatural and moſt villanou Rebellion. This 
is what I learn, from all the Hiſtorians that I have 
conſulted about this Matter; and I ſee Nothing 


to difprove it, but this ridiculous Thing, That 


won't theſe Men ſay the very ſame of our glorious 
Kins, and our Two Houſes of Parliament now? 
Yes, tis certain they do; and therefore, after- 
Times may ſay, as ſome do in Reference to thoſe 
that are paſt, That all thoſe great and brave Things 
that are tranſacted now, are done by the Presbyte- 
rians: But this, I think, is to detract as much as 


and 1s beſides ſuch a groſs and notorious Piece of 
Nonſenſe, that I wonder, that Men of Parts and 
Learning are not aſham'd to own it. 

(3.) IWour p add, That thoſe of our Perſua- 


ſion, did all that they could, and more than moſt 


would have done, to prevent the Tragedy of this 
Day. Indeed, had the King hearken d to them, 
and ſome of his beſt Friends that were about him, 
Things might have been prevented from coming to 
that ſad Exrremity that they did. Had the Treaty 


ed 


* 
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ed to, and afterwards broke off, he might have 
preſerv d both his Crown and Life. But upon re- 
ceiving a Letter, fatal in its Conſequences, from 
the Lord Mantroſs, of a great Victory in Scotland, 
chat very Night, or Morning that he had promis d 
to ſign a Warrant for his Commiſſioners ; © It daſh'd 
© out, (ſays the Hiſtorian) in a Moment all the 
© Impreſſions, that his beft Friends had been ma- 
& king upon him for a conſiderable Time, to- 
* wards a full Settlement with his People *.” 
This exaſperated the Parliament to the laft De- 
gree, and the War was renew'd with more Fury 
than ever. However, the bearing Part of the 
Parliament then, had no mind to do any Thing, 
but to bring the King to ſuch Terms, as might 
for the future ſecure their Religion, Rights and Pro- 
perties. Accordingly, when the King was fallen 
into their Hands, thoſe that were Presbyterians, 
pra with that Part of the Parliament that 
oted, That the King's Conceſſions were a ſuffi- 
cient Ground for Peace, 
Bur how then (may it be ſaid) did he come 
| toloſe his Head? I anſwer, by the Treachery of 
Papiſts behind the Curtain, and the Violence of 
ſome Sectarian Officers, who I fear had little or no 
Religion, and had wreſted the Power out of thoſe 
Hands, in which it firſt was, and in which it ſtill 
 Ought to have continu'd. = 
TH ar the Papiſts had a Hand in this Tragedy, 
is aſſerted by ſeveral, and particularly, by Dr. Peter 
du Moulin, who was himſelf a Dignitary of the 
Church of England. Who, among other Things, tells 
us this ſtrange Story, 1 That when the 3 
| DS "Mc 
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* Welwaod's Memoirs, p 77. : - 
t Dr. du Moulin's Vindication of the Sincerity of the Prote, 
ſtzat Religion, in Anſwer ta Philavax Anglisut: P. 59459, $6: 
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* Addenda to Conformiſt's fliſt Plea for Nonconformiſts, 


of the King's Execution was brought to Roan, a e 
Proteſtant Gentleman of good Credit, was pre. 1 © *? 
ſent in a great Company of Jeſuited Perſons, 0 
where, after great Expreſſions of Joy for what 1 


had happen d, the graveſt of the Company E1 
ſpake much after this ſort : The King of Ep. Wy 
land at his Marriage, had promis'd us the Re- *:1 
eſtabliſhment of the Catholick Religion in Eyg- 
land ; and when he delay'd to fulfil his Promiſe, 
we ſummon'd him from Time to Time to per+ 
form it: We came fo far as to tell him, we 


ſhould be forc'd to take thoſe Courſes, that x: 
would bring him to his Deſtruction : We have ” 
given him lawful Warning; and when no ce 
Warning would ſerve, we have kept our Word Ml © 


to him, ſince he would not keep his Word to 
us.” The ſame Author tells us, That the 
Thing was debated before the Faculty of Sorbon, 
and afterwards at Rome, before the Pope and 
his Council; and that it was there determin'd, 
that it was both lawful and expedient to do it; 
and that in purſuance of an Order from Rome, 
many Jeſuits came over, and put themſelves in 
the Army : And farther, That the Pope order'd 
all the Papers to be burnt that related to this 
Affair, when he knew that the Fact was com- 
mitted, and by moſt deteſted. *” * When this 
Relation of Dr. Da Moulin's came firſt abroad in 
King Charles It's Time, it ſtruck ſuch a Terror 
into the Queen Mother and thoſe Jeſuited Per- 
ſons about her, that they caſt themſelves at 
the King's Feet, to deſire that Juſtice might be 

done upon One that had caſt ſuch a Refſection 


upon 
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« upon them and their e But, (ſays my 
© Author) the Matter Was ſoon huſh'd, and came 
© only to this; That the Queen Mother was to 
© beſeech the King, that Dr. Du «Moulin might be 
© forbidden to write any more Books in Exgl; 
© And accordingly, he was advis'd by the Secre- 
«© tary of State, Sir William Morrice, not to write 
© Books in Engliſh, becauſe it was not his native 
Language. However, the ſaid Sir William, in 
© the ſame, or another Letter to him, writes 
© thus: This I may ſafely, and will and do con- 
© fidently ſay, That many Arguments did create 
« 2 violent Suſpicion, very near convincing Evi- 
© dences, that the Irreligion of the Papiſts was 
* chiefly guilty of the Murder of that Excellent 
“Prince, the Odium whereof, they would now 
* file to the Account of the Proteſtant Religion. 
Is Dr. Da Moulin, had not had ſufficient Evi- 
dence for the Proof of what he relates of this Mat- 
ter, the Papiſts would have endeavour'd to de- 
tet the Forgery; and had Intereſt enough at Court 
to bring him to Repentance for what he had aſ- 
ſerted ; But tho' he challeng'd them often, they 
had not Courage to accept the Challenge, as con- 
ſcious that what he ſaid, was too true, to admit of 
any Confutation. What this Reverend Doctor 
lays, is ſaid alſo by other Perſons. And particu- 
larly, Mr. Pryn, aſſerts much the ſame in his Nar- 
rative, and tells us, * That the King was advisd 
thereof Two Days before his Removal from the 
** Ile of Fight, and wiſh'd to provide againſt it.“ 
And ſo Dr. Cave, in a Sermon of his on the zoth of 
Fan. 1679, ſays, We now know too well, whence 
* the Doctrines come of rebelling againſt, and 
** depoſing, and murdering of Kings; we hoop 
the 
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* Mr. Pryz's true and faithful Narrative, p. 46. 
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ee the Plot of this Day's bloody Tragedy was laid 
* at Rome, and acted by the Sects of their making 
c among ourſelves.” What Se&s he means, he 
doth not ſay : But that he can't mean the Predy- 
terians, or other ſober Diſſenters among us, I be- 
lieve, becauſe he was too well-acquainted with 
our own Hiſtories. Concerning ſuch Diſſentets, 
Dr. Burnet ſays, in a 3oth of Fanuary Sermon 1680. 


« Many of che conſiderable Diſſenters, did even 


© then, when it was not fo ſafe to do it as it is 
ce now, openly declare againſt it, both in their 


* Sermons and Writings ; and were highly in- 


e ſtrumental in bringing Home his Majeſty : If 
© ſome Few have juſtify d the ſhedding of this 
© Blood, as their Numbers have been but incon- 
ce ſjderable, ſo their Maxims have been borrow'd 
© chiefly from popiſh Writers. 

And further, It is certain, that when they 
knew the King's Death was reſolv'd upon, and the 
Presbyterians were try'd whether they would come 
into the Deſign, they declar'd their Abhorrence 
thereof, Yea, they did not only declare this in 
private; but when the King's Tryal came on, they 
had the Courage to preach with all poſſible Vehe- 
mency againſt it. This is fully and largely prov'd 
to our Hand, by One, who ſtyles himſelf a bene- 
ficed Miniſter, and regular Son of the Church of 
England, in his Addenda to the firſt Plea of the Con- 
 formiſts for the Nonconformiſts, pag. 73, Cc. I 

don't know that any One pretends to anſwer 
what is ſaid by this Reverend Author, and ſince 
offer'd to the World by the Reverend and Learned 
Dr. Calamy, in his Life of Mr. Baxter ; and till 
this be done, I ſhall content myſelf to take a few 


Things 


— 


* Dr. Burnet's Sermon on the 30 of Fanyary, 1687. 
fog. 16, 17. 1 „„ : 
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Things more, of what hath been already written 
and unconfured. This muſt be done in writing 
the Hiſtory of what is paſt. And this Diſcourſe 
may bly fall into ſome Hands that have not 
thoſe valuable Books by them. | 
Tus Presbyterians then, to do Juſtice to their 
Conſciences, Cauſe, and Character, did not only 
reach, as I ſaid before, But drew up a Wrt 
ting to the Lord General (which was printed) 
© declaring their Abhorrence of all Violence 
ce againſt the Perſon of the King; and urging 
e him, and the Army to take Heed of ſuch an 
« Action: And this Bold and faithful Thing was 
© done, when the King was in Danger .“ And 
tho they had Reaſon to think, that they ſhould 
exaſperate thoſe to the laſt Degree, that had then 
all the Power in their Hands ; nay, tho' they were 
threaten'd by ſome with the Reſemrments of the Sol- 
diery, and told, That if a new War did enſue theſe 
practices of theirs, they ſhould have no Quarter; 
That they would ſpare neither Man, Woman, or 
Child, Engliſh or Stranger ; yet rather than not 
diſcharge their Conſciences in ſuch a critical Fan- 
#ure ; they bravely tell them, with thoſe Wortbies 
in Daniel, That the God whom they ſerved, was able 
to deliver them . Yea, notwithſtanding thoſe Me- 
naces, they publiſh'd ic to the World, © That they 
© were wholly unſatisfy'd with thoſe Proceedings; 
* And that they held themſclves bound in Duty to 
* Go, Religion, the King, Parliament, and King» 
6e dom, to profeſs before Gov, Angels and Men, 
That they verily believ'd, the taking away the 
© King's Life in the Way of Tryal then depend- 


ing 
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* Dr. Calamy's Life of Mr. Baxter; firſt Part, p. 60, 61. 
T Daniel xxx. 17. 5 
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© ing, was not only not agreeable to the Word 
« of Gov, the Principles of the Proteſtant Re. 
© ligion (never yet ſtain'd with the leaſt Drop of 
© the Blood of a King) or the fundamental Con- 
© ftitution of the Kingdom; but contrary to 
© them: As alſo to the Oath of Allegiance, the Pro- 
cc teſtation of May the 5th 1641, and the Solemy 
© League and Covenant; from all which, or any of 
* which Engagements, they knew not any Pow. 
© er on Earth able to abſolve them or others. 
Ay then farther, © They warn'd and exhort- 
ce ed, in the Name of the Great Gov, all that 
belong d to their Charge and Miniſtry, to keep 
& cloſe to the Ways of Gov, the Rules of Reli. 
< gion, and Fundamental Conſtitution and Go- 


© vernment of the Kingdom; not ſuffering them- 


3 


ce ſelves to be ſeduc'd from it, by being drawn to 
© ſubſcribe the late Models or Agreement of the Peo- 
© ple, which directly tended to ſubvert the Fun- 
& damental Government, Privileges of Parlia- 
« ment, Union between the Two Kingdoms; and 
< to mourn bitterly for the Sins of all Degrees 
* of Men, and beg of Gop, That He would re- 
© ſtrain the Violence of Men, that they might 
© not dare to draw upon themſelves, and the 
«© Kingdom the Blood of their Soveraign. This 
© Repreſentation was ſign d by about Sixty of the 
« London Miniſters (whoſe Names are inſerted in 
* Dr. Calamy*s eAbridgment, and the Conformiſt's 
© Plea) and deliver'd by ſome of them to the Ge- 
* neral and Council of War.” Nay, beſides this, 
they went ſo far, as to attempt to deſire the Lord 
Fairfax, to reſcue the King out of the Hands of 
_ that they thought had a Deſign upon his 
Life. 


Nox was this only the Senſe of the Presbyteri- 


ans in and about London; but they had Multitudes 
in the Country that joyn'd with them in their 
5 N Diieteſtation 
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Deteſtation of what was then doing. So very 
obſtinate and inflexible were the Preshyterians, and 
ſo bent upon the Preſervation of the King; that 
Cromwell, complain d to One, (that own'd it after 


he had a good Preferment in the Church of Englond) 
© That he and the Council of Officers could not go 
* on currently in their Deſigns againſt the King's 


Life, by Reaſon of the Oppoſition of the Preſ- 


« byterian Miniſters. Mr. Calamy particularly, told 


© them at one of their Meetings, That they were 
* proſecuting the Jeſuits Work; Mr. Marſpal ſaid, 
© They were about that, which would be a Blot 
* to the Proteſtant Religion: And Mr. Whitaker, 
who ſtood up to ſpeak to the ſame Purpoſe, 
te was ſo overwhelm*d with the Thoughts of what 
the Officers were then deſigning againſt the 


* being melted into Tears with the Apprehenſionis 
” of the approaching Tragedy us: 08-1 | 


I Covriyp be more large and particular, if 


there was Occaſion : But from what hach been 
ſaid, I may juſtly appeal to all Perſons that afe 
impartial, Whether the Presbyterians could have 
done more, either to ſhew their Diſlike, or pre- 
vent the Perpetration of that Fact, that by too 


many, that do, or ſhould know better, is chargd 


upon them. Tis Nothing to me, if (as ſome 
perhaps may think) they did more than was con- 
ſiſtent with good Policy; very ſure I am, that they 
did all that was neceſſary to convince the World, 
that they were Men of Honeſty and Integrity. Their 
Carriage was ſo becoming, and fo agreeable to 
the Duty of good Subjects, that my Lord Cla- 
rendon, or rather his Editors, Who are partial 


F enough 
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* Conformiſts fickt Plea for Nonconformiſts, p. 79, 80, 


King, that he was not able to ſpeak a Word, 
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enough in other Inſtances, do ſeem plainly to 
own, That the Blood of the King ought not 
to be laid at their Door. And fo alfo Dr. Ren. 
net in his Compleat Hiſtory of England, Who is al. 
ways free enough, to cenſure the Presbyterian; 
in other Reſpects, is forc'd to acknowledge, in 
Juſtice to the Honour and Honeſty of their Mini- 
ſters (who no doubt had the Concurrence of 
their People in what they did) that they la- 
| bour'd to prevent the execrable Fa## of putting 
the King to Death; tho' it was all to no Pur- 
"poſe f. Let this Tragedy then, be in all Reſpeds 
as Black as it is repreſented ; what I have ſaid, 
and others before me, is, I think, abundantly 
fufficient, to vindicate thoſe of our Perſuaſion, 
from having any Hand therein. Nay, to al 
this, I will be bold to add, That the Precbyte- 
rians did more to prevent that Fact, that is fo 
much exclaim'd againſt, than any Churchmen in 
the Nation did, or had Courage, not to ſay the 
| Honeſty, to do. Let Perſons then, that are but 
acquainted with the Hiſtories of thoſe unhappy 
Times, do us Juſtice, and they muſt ſay, That 
in this Reſpect alſo, we have not offended any 
thing at all. We laid ourſelves open to Rage 
and Violence, to put a Stop, if poſſible, to thoſe 
Deſigns that were carrying on. 
Bur notwithſtanding all that I have faid, 
ſome perhaps, will ſtill charge the Royal Blood 
upon us, becauſe we are not ſo free and laviſh 
in the Praiſes of King Charles, as ſome are. 
To which it may be anſwer d, That we can't 
have perhaps the ſame Notions of him that ſome 
may have; we dare not parallel his Sufferings 
with thoſe of our bleed Saviour; becauſe ir ak 
. ſelves, 
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ſelves, we could not excuſe it from Blaſphemy 
to do fo. We can't bring ourſelves to think, 

that he had no arbitrary Deſigns, when we find 
this freely own'd by thoſe very Hiſtorians that 
write moſt in his Favour. We are much ſhock d 
by the Letter that he is faid to write to the 
Earl of Autrim about the Rebellion in Ireland ; | 
which was thought ſo genuine and authentick , - 


that upon the Examination of ic in the moſt 


ſolemn Manner, by a Committee of Council here, 
and before the Houſe of Commons in Ireland, he 
had his Eſtate reſtor'd to him by King Charles II. 
Theſe, and the like Things, may hinder us 
from being extravagant in his Praiſes, tho' we 
think ourſelves concern'd to prove, That we 
are altogether innocent as to his Blood. And 


why ſhould we take his Death upon ourſelves, 


when we neither juſtify, nor are chargeable 


with it? This Charge is of ſo high and odious a 


Nature, and hath ſo often been uſed to foment a 


popular Indignation ; that I hope, you'll for once 


forgive me, that I have endeavour'd (by ſetting 
this Matter in a clear Light) to ſhew, how 
cauſeleſs and unjuſt it is; and upon an Oc- 
caſion that led me ſo fairly to it, to vindi- 


cate you, and the reſt of our Perſuaſion; and 


to let you know how you may vindicate your- 
ſelves, and anſwer what is alledg'd againſt you 
upon this Account, Give me Leave, | 

III. To cloſe up what I have to ſay, with an 
Exhortation to you, and other Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
To behave ſo unexceptionably, as that, however we are 
accus'd, none may be able to prove any Thing upon as, 
unworthy the Character of good Chriſtians, of peace- 
able Neighbours, or loyal Subjects. 15 


1. Tarn, I earneſtly beſcech you, to garry it 
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ſo, as to keep a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards Go p. I entrear you to act with ſuch De- 
cency and Exactneſs, as that the World, how cap- 
tious and ill-narur'd ſoever, mayn't haye any juſt 


Occaſion to ſay of you, That notwithſtanding 


your Pretences to Reformation, to better Helps, and | 
greater Purity, you are in all Reſpects as bad, not to 
{ay worſe, than other Men; That you uſe the Li- 
berty you boaſt of, as an Occaſion to the Fleſh; and 
that whatever diſtinguiſhing Advantages you pre- 


tend to, you pay no greater Reſpect to the Laws 


of Heaven, nor are in any one Inſtance of a no- 
ral Nature, more regular and exact, than thoſe you 
{ſeparate yourſelves from, through a laudable Fear 
of offending Go p, if you ſhould not. 


* 0 


You have Reaſon to value yourſelves upon it, 
That you are ſome of thoſe that preſs for a far- 
ther Reformation in religious Matters; that in fo 
doing, you take your Direction from Scripture, 
and act upon the Principles, and tread in the Steps, 
of all the Reformed Churches Abroad; and that you 
concur in theſe your Generous and Pious Senti- 
ments with thoſe holy e Martyrs and Confeſſors, 
Hooper, Bradford, &c. tome of the firſt and bright- 
eſt Glories of the RerorRmatTION among ourſelves; 
That you contend for the Worſhip and Church- 
Government, and thereby for the compleat Faith 
that was at firſt delivered to the Saints. That you are 
ſo affectionately deſirous of being built upon the 
Foundation of the eApoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief Corner-ſftone. Theſe Things, 
as far as they go, are highly commendable : 


Bur yer you may not think, that you ſhall receive 


any Thing of the Lord, any of thoſe matchleſs 
and moſt glorious Felicities that Gop hath 
laid up for the Saints Above, unleſs there be 


- fincers and entire Reformation of Heart and 
Ife. ; : ; „„ . 


Ir 


* 


- n n 3 neren bs is : . 


PROTEsTANT DiSSENTERS, Cc. 53 


L 
a 
* 


Ir it be but barely an Opinion of your own. 1 
(tho? I think it indeed to be much more) that = 
you have. better Principles, and better Helps than 
others, you can't act according to the juſt and | 
neceſſary Conſequences of ſuch a Notion, un- 
leſs you alſo lead proportionably better Lives. 
You have no Reaſon to be aſham'd of what 
you profeſs. The Intereſt in which you are 
embarqu'd, is not the worſe, becauſe low and 
deſpis d; becauſe ir hath formerly been a per- 
ſecuted, and is not now a popular Intereſt. This 
is no more an Objection againſt you, than it 
was againſt CHRIST and his Apoſtles, and the 
Chriſtian Church in its greateſt Purity : Bur 

it would be an unanſwerable Objection againſt 

you, it your Management ſhould not be found 

to harmonize with your Principles, and be ſuch, 
as that you could not in Reaſon be aſham'd 
of this. In Conformity to our own Pretenſions, 
we ſhould charge it upon ourſelves to act ſo, 
as that under all our Accuſations, we may be 
able to ſay, with the great Apoftle of the Gen- 
tiles, That we have lived in all good Conſcience 
towards Goo. EE” 5 
2. | Bzszecn you to act fo, as that, how- 
ever you are reproach'd, none may be able to 
prove, that you are uncharitable with Reſpect 
to others. That you are of that marrow unchri- 
ſtian Spirit, as to confine the Bleſſings of the 
Gos PET to yourſelves, and leave others to the 
uncovenanted Mercies of Gop. Tho you cant 
help it that you differ from others; yet don't 
condemn all, that are not in all Points the 
fame that you are. Make thoſe juſt Allowances 
that Chriſtianity directs to, for Temper, for Edu- 
cation, for early Prepoſſeſſions, &c. that have ſo 
great an Influence upon the Judgment, and 
give Riſe to different Apprehenſions about "Things 
OS | that 
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that are of a diſputable Nature. Let it ſtill be 
your. Honour to have more Charity for others, 
than they have for you. Don't, like too man 
others, make Heaven, which is offer'd to all 
ſincere Chriſtians, an Iucloſure only for your 
own Party. But like the genuine Off ſpring of 
your Heavenly Parner, endeavour to have the 
moſt Catholick and diffuſive Goodneſs; and 
be ſincerely deſirous of the Happineſs of others, 
as well as of yourſelves. Don't fuffer yourſelves 
to be ſour'd and exaſperated with the hard U- 
ſage you have met with; but labour to be 
poſſeſs d of that Charity that ſuffereth long, and s 
kind ; that Charity that envieth not; that vaunt- 
eth not itſelf; that u not puffed up; that doth not 
bebave itſelf unſeemly, that ſeeketh not her own , 
that 1 not eaſily provoked, that thinketh no Evil, 
that rejoyceth not in Iniquity, but reſoyceth in the 
Truth : that beareth all Things, that believeth all 
Things, that bopeth all Things, that endureth all 
Things. Such a Charity, is not only very com- 
mendable in itfelf, but abſolutely neceſſary to 
qualify you for the heavenly State. This will 
evidence you to be the true Diſciples of Curisr. 
This will do'much to prepare you for all the 
great and ſacred Solemnities of our Holy Reli- 
gion. Twill make you acceptable to Gov, 
and render you approv'd with Men ; or at leaſt, 
will contribute much to bear you up under 
thoſe unjuſt Reproaches that may be caſt upon 
you for your Profeſſion, and Diſſent from 
other Perſons. And particularly, it will clear 
you from the popular and odious Charge of 
Schiſm, ſo confidently caſt upon you for your 
Separation: But cauſeleſly, if you maintain the 
Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace. 

3. Lr me beſeech you to carry it fo, 25 
that none may be able to charge you with 
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D;/ojalty. Twould be very pleafing to a great 
many under the Prefent Reign, if with themſelves 
you would run into this great Sin. But, as we 
never had ſo good a King, unlefs we allow him 
to be fo, who was our great Deliverer from Po- 
pery, and arbitrary Power; who laid the Founda- 
tion of our preſent Happineſs, and is never to be 
mention'd bur with Honour to Himſelf, and Thank- 
fulneß to Gow; ſo let our Kine always have 
Occaſion to think, that we, with thoſe that are 
now about Him, are ſome of his beſt and moſt 
faithful Subjects. Let it be the ſtanding and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Blemiſh of others, (which was never 
yet of Proteſtant Diſſenters,). to be beſt pleas'd 
with bad Kings, and to murmur, and be uneaſy, 
under thoſe that are good. Lou can't but know, 
'that it hath been repreſented to our Diſadvan- 
tage, that we are Enemies to Kings, both Name, 
and Thing. That our Nurſeries of Learning, are 
Nurſeries of Faction, Diſloyalty, and Rebellion. 
That-in them we are train'd up to ſcarce any 
Thing elſe, but wickedly to pul} down both 
Church and State. Now, I leave it to the Guil- 
ty to judge, with what Conſcience they can ven- 
ture ſuch Things into the World, which are No- 
thing but the uncharitable Figments of their own 
Brain; and have not fo much as the Appear- 
ance of Truth. If there were really any ſuch 
Seminaries as theſe in the Land, they ought to be 
under the Diſcouragements that ours are. Twould 
be juſt to deny a Liberty to any to have the 
Care of Youth, who were known to be ſuch, as 
would poyſon them with Principles deſtructive 
to the Community, and to the Peace and Happi- 
_ neſs of Civil Society. Yea, if any ſuch Thing 
can be found among us, the Schiſm and Occa- 
fional-eActs, are neceſſary Reſtraints upon us; 
and twould be an Injury to the Nation, to 
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. repeal them: But if our eAcademies were the 
' Nurſeries of ſuch pernicious Principles; how is 
it, that there can be no Riots, Tumults, or Re- 
| bellions, faſten'd upon us? 3 al 
Tus World, I believe, muſt know it to be 
true, That we have been better in the worſt 
Times, than ſome have been in the beſt Reign. 
And as for our eAcademies, ( which I may be 
allow'd to know better than our Accuſers) there 
is Nothing, I am fure, taught in them, but 
what is moſt agreeable to that great Command, 
Of Fearing GoD, and Honouring the KING. And 
there is Nothing doth gall ſome ſo much now, 
as that we honour the KING, that Excel- 
lent Kinc, that Gop hath ſet over us, ſo 
much as we do. But why ſhould not we; 
why ſhould not all His Subjects honour Him, 
whom the Gop of Heaven hath delighted to 
honour 2 Why ſhould we not have Him in 
the greateſt Reſpe# and Veneration, who would 
moſt willingly be the Common Fatber of all His 
People? Who is Wiſe to govern us in the 
beſt Manner; and Good to make us the moſt 
Happy and Flouriſhing People under Heaven. 
Such a KING is worthy of the higheſt Ho- 
nour. We could never have had One that 
would be a more zealous Defender of our H o- 
LY RELiG10ON; nor more religiouſly tender 
of our Laws and LIEBERTIES. We could ne- 
ver have had One, whofe Adlion, and Incli- 
nations are more ſuited to our Conſtitution, Who 
was ſo ſingularly Good as to govern His 
native Subjects by Law, when He might, 
with other Princes of ſuch an extenſive Prero- 
gative, have made His Will the Rule of His 
Government. How much ſhould we admife 
and bleſs Gop, that we have ſuch a KING! 
and that He is likely to be fucceeded by the 
| | nobleſt 
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nobleſt Or r-s DRIN that the World can boaſt 
of! Immediately, we hope, by One, that doth 
already inherit his Father's Virtues; and after- 
wards, we truſt, to lateſt Poſterity, by Thoſe, 
who give the brighteſt Hopes, chat we may 
expect from Them, and Thoſe that may de- 
ſcend from Them, the utmoſt that is to be 
expected from earthly «<Honarchs, Should we 
not be moſt thankful to Gop for ſuch a 
KinG, and ſuch a ROYAL FAMILY, our In- 
gratitude would deſerve that Go» ſhould put 
us under ſuch a poor Bramble, as too many 
are fond of, from whom Fire muſt be expected 
to come forth and deſtroy the Cedars of our Leba- 
non . We ſhould deſerve ſuch a King as Sa- 
muel deſcribes, 1 Sam. viii. 11, 12, &c. A King 
that would not fail to teach the beſt of the 
Land, the nobleſt Patrons of the Proteſtant 
Religion, the greateſt Friends of Liberty and 
Property, as Gideon did the Men of Succoth, with 
Briars and Thorns of the Wilderneſs, That any 
ſhould be fond of ſuch an Infelicicy ; That a 
People, that are happy already, and might be 
much happier if they would; that a Free and 
Flouriſhing People, ſhould be thus violently 
fond of Chains and eMiſery, ſeems to be as 
ſtrange a Deluſion, as any that was foretold 
ſhuuld happen in the latter Times. I hope, 
God will never puniſh the Nation for the Mad- 
neſs of theſe Men; but mercifully regard the 
Gratitude of thoſe that rejoyce in His Preſent 
moſt Excellent MajesTy, and the RoYaL 
\ FamiLy; who have the peculiar Felicity, be- 
ſides their Figure and Diſtinction in the World, 
to be adornd with all that's endearing in the 
| G ED Human 
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Human Nature. I am ſure, none have ever 
been; I hope none will ever be more forward 
and hearty to rejoyce in our KinG, and ſup. 
port His Government, than the Proteſtant Dif. 
ſenters. There is Nothing in our Principles but 
what doth ſtrictly oblige us to honour all our 
Superiors, and eſpecially the KING; and to 
pay double Honour to One that doth ſo very 
much deſerve it as King -GxoRGE doth. Let 
us then always act conſiſtently with ourſelves. 
Let us be peaceable, and pray for the Peace of Fe- 
ruſalem. Let us be loyal, and pray for the in- 
creaſing Proſpericy of Him, that Gov in ſo 
much Mercy ro theſe poor Nations, hath ſet 
upon the Throne. Let us diſtinguiſh our Loy- 
alty to His Perſon, oy a Zeal for His Govern- 
ment, and the Succeſſion of His Famiry, the 
moſt Illuſtrious Ornaments, and the greateſt 
Hopes of the Proteſtant Intereſt. Tho' we cant 
ſerve Him, as other of his Subjects do; yet 
let us be forward to do Him all the Service 
that we can. Let us ſhew that Nothing can 
diſcourage our Zeal for the beſt of Princes, 
nor our heartieſt Prayers, That His Enemies 
may be clothed with Shame ; and that His Crown 
may flouriſh much and long upon his Head; tho 
We mayn't be allow'd ro ſhare with our fel- 
low Subjects in his Royal Favours, Let us car- 
ry it thus towards GoD, towards Men, and to- 
Wards our SOVERAIGN, And then, let our 
Treatment be what it will; Our rejopcing muſt 


. be this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in 


Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſ- 
dom, but by the Grace of God, we have had our 
Converſation in the World. And thus, however, 
we are aſpersd and reproach'd; CRRIST will 
own and applaud us at the laſt Day; and do 
that Juſtice to our injur'd Character and Repu- 

. — tation, 


EY * 8 * * 


PROTESTANT DisskNrTERS, Cc. 59 - 


* 


— — : 
tation, Which neither we may, nor can do- 
And tho' the little fading Honours and Profits of - 
the World may be thought too good for us; 
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much, to give us that Kingdom that can't be 
ov d, and. that Glory. that fadeth not away.. - 
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FER Miniſtry ſecur'd from Contempt. A: Sermon 
preach'd at Exon, September 100, 1107 before an AN 


THE Principles and Practice of Moderate Noncon- 
formiſts with Reſpect to Ordination, Exemplify'd : In 
a Sermon Preach'd at the Ordination of Mr. h Munckley 
January the 19 1717. And a Charge given to Mr, 
James Read, Mr. Henry Read, Mr. Richard Biſcee, Mr. 
George Smyth, and Mr. Samuel Chandler, after their being 
Ordain'd, Dec. 19 1716. To which is added, a Letter 
to a Divine in re 4 giving a brief, but true Account 
of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in England. By the Reverend 
Dr. EDMUNDCAL AMY, 8'” Price 64, 


Taſt Publiſhed, 

A VN DICATION of the DISSENTERS: Ii 
Anſwer to Dr. William Nichol;'s Defence of the Doctrine, 
and Diſcipling of the Church of England : In Three Parts. 
The I. Containing; an Hiſtorical Account of the Contro- 
verſy and the Perſecutions which the Diſſenters have 


ſuffer'd, from the Beginning of the Reformation, &c. The 
II. Relatifig to Matters of Doctrine; as popifh Errors, 


and the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and Non-reſiſtance, 


Sc. The III. Being a Syſtem of the whole Concroverſy, 
upon the following Heads: 1. Biſhops; 2. Deans and 
Chapters; 3. Cathedral :Worſhip ; 4. Forms of Prayer 


5. The Croſs in Baptiſm ; 6. Godfathers, and Godmothers ; 


7. Confirmation; 8. The Surplice; 9. The Ring in 
Marriage; 16. Kneeling at the Sacrament; 11. Holy Days; 
12. Bowing at the Name of Jeſus, and toward the Altar; 
13. Reading the Apocrypha; 14. Homilies; 15. The 
Faults in the Liturgy; 16. The Diſcipline of the Church 
of England. Written firſt in Latin, and now tranſlated 
into Engliſh, with large Additions. By Mr. FJ AMES 
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